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- Rep Tom Allen hears |
 from small-business .
owners on how the: federal

government rmght help
make health i msurance

mere aff ';.f,&l@ble

ByAIJ.ANDRURY .
Staff Wrter* -

YA«RMOUTH - Jonathan Platt’
FWO bookstores save.at least. $5,000 a
year in shipping charges, thanks to a

 the American Bookséllers Asso-
negphated for its merchants a

v years ag
..On. Monday, Platt s ested to a
omfl of busmesspepp that they

L 1% able to save big bucks the

S, Small i
helped them pool their purchasng
mt& buy " employee heal

“Platt's Idea was’ oie of seVeral
ﬁoawd at a bréakfast meeting hosted
8. Rep. Tom Allen, who watited
. ﬁﬂm“’“mm&m
on e
help make - health” insﬁrahoe tmore
affordeble. - -

L

tively healthy and

+ Platt, who'owns Nonesuch Books &
Cards ih South Portland and Searbor:
oligh, provides: health:insufance to

his 12 full-time: workers: But ‘the cost

iseahngdeepermtohlsproﬁtseuch

yeat as premiums:rise: -

- The monthly: premxum is $213 ﬁor

-ataployees and-$622 for a fami-

Ist. Platt said he expects increases: up
$0 20 percent this year. i .. -

On his-own, he _has little negotiat-
ing: pewer. .But . hundreds. of busj-
mtogeﬂler would havsqlevomge,
tion js- grqa . Platt said.
";ﬁ_ it Wantnumbgrs.lwanttobeln

ecessibility for small businesses
“the last five years, $aid he is

umgylng a program, G}Rhode Island
provides ‘subsidi

sarming: less. than 300 percent of the

povertylevel: - .
The Rhode’ Island program pro-
wides insurarice- for -many - workers

whe may not have had it before either
hecause they couldn't afford their
share of the premiums oh thelr rsod-

est salaries or because their employ-

ers didn’t provide the benefits,
said. That can place a drag on costs,
hesaid. .-

“They (the. new oovemd people)
tend to be rela and'rela-
ey can contrib-
ute something to the pool; theit you

&8 1o cover
health ‘care premiums of all workers

have a more economically viable sys-
| tem,” Allen said to the 75 or subusl

" nesgpeople - who . gathered’; at . the
Muddy Rudder reltaurant on Route

Rhode Island has surpassed
Hawaii as the state with: thmﬁest
pemmtase -of citizens with aceess to

Allen -.sald.. . Ninety-five
pemnt of Rhode Islanders. have
| '*‘”52‘.%‘ tfmmthel bDlS-
‘ n, & oora 8 :
m ﬁnan:i:ls mcentlves stam:
thet hake ‘similar. approaches and

E M,aine, an estimated 145,000 ped-
le do not - have health msuranee,
j. rding to Allen’s office.

David Shulenburg, a senior ﬁnan
planner for Amerman
Friandia! ' Advisors in” Kennebunk,
suggedted the manddtoiy mthho“ld-
ing of mom(eiy from every worket’s
using thé money to buy
pﬁvaw insurance.

“*The idea you mentioned is-a blg
idea,” Allen said,
sa;‘rllt’s & big pmblem,” ‘Shulenburg

Some speakers were cr!ﬂcal of
pharmaceutical companies. ‘
Plait said he is offended by the

" recent trend:of pharmaceutical ¢otn-

panies spending big money on adver-
tising,:He .eatches the ads on. televi-
sion, he said. “That feels real bad to
m like a cigareite commereial,” he



