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clean air
proposal

BUSh would relax
anti%.pt)l_lution;-law .

. By Susan Young -
- Of the NEWS Staff

o If.,thé=Bﬁsh_radr.:nmis.t.r:atioﬂ goes

“ghead this week with plans to weak-
"en the federal Clean Air Act, Maine
citizens can:expect increased ill

" health effects and .obscured vistas

_from polluted air blown in from

other . states, according to govern-

. ment officials and ‘environmental

groups. . G Lo
- The:expected: changes would
" _broaden loopholes allowing old,
coal-fired power plants to keep
- operating without agldmg hew pol-
lution-reducing equipment. Under
the current law, the plants are sup-
.posed to upgrade pollution conirol
equipment . when . they . upgrade

their operations, Energy producers
have complained that upgrading
pollution controls often cost_s too |

much money,

““Maine has. joined other North-
eastern states in pushing for better
"enforcement of the law to stop the
drift of pollution from plants in the

" Midwest -into this region. Now,
some in the state are irate about the
 prospect that the law itself could be

A weakened.. oo

. It's very-discoliraging to work
" year, after’ year to 'clean up the
* “gtate’s air and then to have the pres-

~ ident undo all that work just to keep

' his supporters in the energy indus-

" try happy, said Susan-Sargent, th,e ‘
"National Environmental Trust's

‘Maine representative.

. “President Bush should be look-
ing out for all [the people], not just
 his cronies,” she said Tuesday.

If Bush goes ahead with the
‘expected changes to the 30-year-old
Clean Air Act, hikers in Acadia

. National Park won’t be able to see
-the horizon for all’ the smog and
soot; and state residents will suffer
for health reasons as.well, Sargent’

—said, e

A study by the'U.'S_.= Environmen-
tal ‘Protection Agercy found that
-the-old plants trigger as many as

170,000 .asthma attacks across the

country-annually ‘and shorten the
.lives of up to 9,000 people each year.

-~ If . the --Bush- administration

-changes. occur  as ‘expected, they
will not be good for Maine, said Jim
Brooks; director of the air hureau

-at the Maine Department'of Envi-

‘ronmental Protection, - =+" .- .- -
“If it looks like what I fexpect],
it’s not a good thing for clean air,”
he said. It ‘appears that the rule
change will allow an increase in the
emission of pollutants, he said,
- In addition, -the “new source
review,” the provision of the Clean

- Air Act that reguires the plants to

upgrade pollution control equip-
ment when they expand or upgrade
operations, has been a good thing.
That's because it forces companies
to put on “the latest and greatest”
poltution controls, Brooks said,

MIf the reports are true .., he'd be

- concerned about the-impact on

Maine's air gaality” said Gov

King's spokesman Tony Sprague.

The 'governor supports more
© See Air Page A2
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