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Most importantly, though, is once the new restrictions are adopted,
the council should seek federal emergency aid to help the industry
deal with the severe impacts they will have on the fleet. The council
estimates that the industry could sustain up to 3,000 fishing-related
job losses and lose up to $88 million in revenue, depending on the
proposal.

Not adopting the strict rules, however, could be even more
detrimental to the future of the industry as well as the health of New
England's coastal environment.

Rules that limit catch on certain species while still allowing
fishermen to keep their days at sea likely would be the least
detrimental to the industry and the most beneficial to the fish
population.

Just as the fishing industry is held accountable for the health of the
groundfish population, though, so should the federal government be
accountable for the health of the industry.
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