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Maine Rx still needs advocates to
survive
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Finally, a chance to do something about rising prescription drug
prices.

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday said the state could go ahead
with Maine Rx, which seeks to negotiate lower drug prices for
people who lack prescription coverage. The ruling leaves open the
possibility of future lawsuits over parts of the program, but it's a
significant victory for the state.

Given the pharmaceutical industry's determination to maintain the
status quo with respect to its profits, no one should believe this is
the end of the fight. Indeed, Gov. Baldacci and Maine's
congressional delegation can expect to play critical roles in seeing
Maine Rx through to full implementation.

For the state, that means following the law carefully and preparing
itself to defend Maine Rx again in court. The Baldacci
administration should be aggressive in pursuing full implementation
of the program and should spend what is required to defend the law
against further legal challenges.

Should Maine Rx survive to full implementation, it would be a
powerful tool to lower drug costs. The state would negotiate for
lower prices for the uninsured. Drug makers who refused to bargain
would face less favorable treatment under the Medicaid program.
Eventually, if drug costs do not fall, the state could implement price
controls.

Congress, including Maine's delegation, should brace itself for a
lobbying assault from the drug industry if efforts to put down Maine
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'\R/':t‘i’:ir;]%ticr’] “lcﬂz'lrr’]‘z Rx in court continue to fail. With several other states poised to
WHEELS follow Maine's lead, Maine Rx is seen by drug makers as a serious
SED threat to profits.
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EEEEe Too many Mainers are having to choose between medicine and

food. Maine Rx is a good step toward solving that problem, and
Maine's representatives in Washington should fight to keep it legal.
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