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i.ewiston faces some t«

1hethreatfrom racist
groups has forced us to
look inside ourselves,
revealing tolerance,and
good will.

For the people of Lewiston, it is the
worst of times and the best of times.

It is a distressing period because
hate-mongers from away are trying
to expioit the community’s difficult
period of adjustment to a recent in-
flux of Somali immigrants. That poi-
. white supremacist groups
chosen to spotlight Lewiston

SO

n. You are demonstrating to
the world that Lewiston is a place of
tolerance and support.
The so-called World Church of the
tor plans to meet in Lewiston
Jan. 11 to fuel the fires of bigotry.
ther group, the anti-Semitic, rac-
ational Alliance, has distribut-
-erature to local homes and has
‘ighted Lewiston on its Web site.
Anti-Defamation League has is-
areport calling the National Al-
e the single most dangerous or-
‘ed hate group in America; its
ler's writings purportedly in-
d Timothy McVeigh’s bombing
¢ Oklahoma City federal build-
ing. These are dangerous organiza-
tions that must be challenged.

On Friday, interested citizens are
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doing just that. They are meeting at
8 a.m. at the LePage Conference Cen-
ter to cocrdinate a unified response
to the group’s meeting. However,
long before Lewiston came under the
scrutiny of the national media, the
pecple of this city had quietly opened
their arms to their new neighbors in
ahost of ways.

Adult education classes have pro-
vided hundreds of Somalis the op-
portunity to learn English, obtain
GED diplomas, and acquire other
skills they will need to get along in a
culture so different from the one they
left. Likewise, Lewiston residents
are taking courses on the Somali lan-
guage and culture. Area colleges are
conducting widely attended educa-
tional symposiums. Elementary and
high school teachers are educating
Somali children, and using recent
events to make history come alive.
Ideas to ease the city’s tensions, in-
cluding high school students tutor-
ing immigrants in English, hosting
ethnic festivals, and mentoring So-
mali families, are being developed.
Churches are sponsoring marches in
support of diversity, and congrega-
tions are actively involved in numer-

ous outreach programs.

Somali families fled to the United

tates from a war-ravaged, bitterly
divided land. The State Department
originally settled many of these po-
litical refugees in other parts of our
country, but about 1,000 have relo-
cated to Lewiston. Like waves of oth-
er immigrant groups before them,
Somalis chose Lewiston bhecause
here their children will be safe and

Adult education classes
have provided hundreds of
Somalis the opportunity to
learn English, obtain GED

diplomas, and acquire other
skills.

can obtain a quality education. Here,
they can find work, affordable hous-
ing, and a array of public and private
organizations and individuals com-
mitted to helping them become pro-
ductive Americans.

Resettling in a foreign country
is almost always difficult, both for
the immigrant and the community.
Cost is part of the challenge. As the
SunJournal reported, the municipal
impact of immigration costs (which
includes non-Somalis) is an aver-
age $23 per home, or one-half of one
percent of the city budget -- about
$382,000.

While this is a significant sum, it
is less than rumor and misunder-
standings suggest. Moreover, the
federal and state governments havs
been significant pariners, as have
private charities. Lewiston shares
with Portland two federal grants of
$467,000 for refugee services. The
Lewiston office of Catholic Charities
Maine has received a $200,000 federal
refugee service grant. The Maine De-
partment of Labor foots the bhill for
several employees assigned to help-
ing immigrants. The Maine Commu-
nity Foundation donated $20,000 for
adult English as a Second Language
classes.

More government support is need-
ed and appropriate. Along with my
colleague in the House, Rep.-elect
Mike Michaud, and Maine’s sena-
tors, I will continue to press for more
federal dollars to assist Lewiston,
Portland and other Maine communi-
ties in funding services that meet the
needs of refugees.

We know that the power of fear can
be enormous, and unless stopped,
can overwhelin our better instincts.
The World Church of the Creator
and the National Alliance will soon
learn that Lewiston and Maine will
not provide a breeding ground for
their beliefs. Their unwelcoms inter-
vention has forced us to look within
ourselves, and to reveal our better
sides.

Rep. Tom Allen represents Mizine’s Ist
Districtin the U.S. House of Represen-
fatives.
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